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[DIARIES, NOTEBOOKS AND PENS — THESE ARE THE
THINGS THAT HELPED THE FLORENTINE DESIGNER
Gruriano MAzzuoLl To MAKE HIS NAME. VWHEN
HE LAUNCHED THE MINTMALISTIC AND EXTREMELY
ORIGINAL MANOMETRO IN 2004, HE WAS SEI-
TING FOOT IN THE WORLD OF WATCHES FOR THE
FIRST TIME. HIS NEW WATCH WAS EMBRACED
CHRONOGRAPH FOLLOWED AND,
IN 2008, MAZZUOLI PRESENTED A NEW MODEL,
AN AMBITIOUS AND TECHNICALLY CHALLENGING
WATCH THAT DID NOT COME INTO BEING WITHOUT

A STRUGGLE.

WORLDWIDE, A

By Lex Stolk

The boutique hotel just AL

round the corner from

Harrods is a place that

suits Giuliano Mazzuoli.

After all, his cosmopolitan designs enjoy international recogni-
tion. Some of his work can be seen in the Museum of Modern
Art (MoMA) in New York and his collection of writing instru-
ments has also made its way across the globe. But, above all,
Mazzuoli has remained true to his Florentine roots. He prefers
to speak ltalian because his English is not good enough to

convey his enthusiasm, passion and pleasure. Just one look
at his amiable, smiling face and sparkling eyes tells us imme-
diately that we are dealing with an enthusiastic person with an
unusual tale.

“My first idea was that | wanted to design a watch without a
crown and without hands”, Giuliano explains, as he begins the
story of the ambitious plan that ultimately led to the creation
of the extraordinary Contagiri. "As a result of that idea, the
watch ended up being ready a year too late. There were a lot of
technical problems to overcome. Above all, the bezel with two
functions — you wind the watch with it and can set the time with
it — turned out to be a substantial challenge for the watchmak-
ers. | should add that the originality of my design was received
with applause by the technical team led by Alberto Papi, the
father of Giulio Papi, whom we know from Renaud & Papi, the
specialists in the field of complicated movements, As well as
the bezel, the lever on the side of the case also caused a lot of
delays; it allows you to select the various functions of the bezel.
I wanted a sort of sequential gearbox, just like in a car, because
of course it's based completely on a car theme. | designed
the Manometro after seeing a barometer and the Contagiri is
inspired by the rev counter (contagiri is ltalian for rev counter,
ed.) in an Alfa Romeo. In order to make the watch as clear as
possible, no disruptive elements can be added. That's why
the crown had to go and | had to devise other solutions for
operating the watch. Finally, 131 parts specially designed and
produced for this project came together to ensure that, after
three and a half years, the Contagiri works.,

You might well say that the Contagiri created a lot of headaches
and sleepless nights, but it was all worth it. So | never thought
of stopping the project or simplifying certain things because of
technical issues. Adding a crown, for example, had caused a
lot of trouble, but | didn't want to know anything about that, |
know that the watchmakers often cursed me, but it's also true
that they wanted to tackle this challenge and didn't want to
make any compromises,

| have another new challenge in the pipeline: a perpetual cal-
endar. | won't say anything more about it, just come and take
a look in Basel next
year, but | can guar-
antee you now that

the watch will surprise
everyone. It's going to
be a mechanical com-
plication that makes
people laugh, a watch with a sense of humour, In any case,
I'm very happy with it. | think designing watches is fantastic,
anyhow. | started on an impulse and fortunately things went
well. From the very beginning, | knew in any case that | wanted
to design prestigious watches and not put my name to simple,
standard watches. | could have done that and then perhaps






